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©OVIES

[ Sunset Boulevardassy ]

"I am big. It’s the pictures that got small."
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Sunset Boulevard (1950) is an American film noir that was written and directed by
Billy Wilder. The film features an unsuccessful screenwriter named Joseph Gillis
(William Holden) who is drawn into the fantasy world of a faded silent movie star
named Norma Desmond (Gloria Swanson). Gloria Swanson was, in fact, one of the
most celebrated actresses of the silent era. At the peak of her career, in 1925, she
received over ten thousand fan letters every week. When someone says that Norma
Desmond used to “big”, she utters the famous lines above. In the final scene,
Norma, having killed Gillis, faces a battery of cameras. She behaves as if she is on a
movie set. She says: “All right, Mr. DeMille, I'm ready for my close-up.” She then
appears to reach into the camera and to dissolve into the light. Sunset Boulevard
won three Academy Awards and has been placed in the National Film Registry. E3
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Good Days in Nelson

I spent two months in Nelson, New
Zealand. I lived with a kind family
there and attended Nelson College,
which has become our sister school.

I passed many good days there.

One time, I went on a boat to fish.
To my amazement, I caught a big
shark! Another time, I went kayaking
and my camera was accidentally
dropped into the ocean. Kayaking
is really hard work. Still, it was a lot
of fun going to different islands and
looking at the sea lions. There were
lots of them.

On many days, I played tennis and
cricket and once went to watch New
Zealand play Australia in rugby.
The game was supposed to be in
Christchurch, but because of the
earthquake, they decided to play at
the stadium in Nelson, so I got to see

the game.

I really liked the chips in New
Zealand. I often went to the chips

Eito NAKAYA

Student in the Integrated Six-Year Program

shop for snacks. The bags of chips
are large but very cheap. Also, I
really enjoyed having BBQs on the
beach.

Classes at Nelson were challenging.
In social studies, we learned about
segregation. I had a lot of homework.
The Nelson boys wear uniforms, but
once in a while there is something
called “mufti day”. On mufti day
you can wear what you want. I love
mufti day. During P.E. class, we
often played touch rugby.

Allin all, I had a great time in New
Zealand. The people there were
always very kind to me. They really

made me feel right at home.




Private Memories of
New Zealand

T went to New Zealand to live with a local
family and to study at our sister school—
Nelson College—for over two months.
What I remember are small and delightful
things. For example, my homestay family’
s dog, Boston, ate my homestay brother’
s birthday cake. That was pretty funny.
We had to go out and buy a new cake!
Once, I woke up in my room a found a
mouse staring at me. It was furry and

spherical. Ithought it was very cute.

The two months were very eventful.

Our plane was late because a volcano
erupted in Kyushu. OnceIwasin
New Zealand, a terrible earthquake hit
Christchurch. We could feel it in Nelson.
Also, the earthquake and tsunami that
devastated northeast Japan happened

while I was away.

Mainly, I remember playing cards
with my friends, skimming starfish

. Junya KUNO

Student in the Integrated Six-Year Program

on the water at the beach, making
Japanese pancakes, swimming, playing
tennis, watching movies, getting my
rugby ball autographed by Dan Carter,
buying souvenirs, going fishing,
playing touch football at school, eating
venison and enjoying barbecues.

One morning, I hiked with three
friends to the top of a hill. We ate lunch
at the top. The view was great. Later,
the same day, we went to a gorgeous
restaurant. I ordered steak. It was
delicious, expensive and very big. On

the way back home, I bought souvenirs.

T'he time went by very quickly. Iam
very grateful for the chance to spend
time with the wonderful people in
Nelson. In the end, I didn’t want to come

back to Japan! It was a great experience

that I will always keep in my heart.




Two Months of Bliss
at Nelson College

I spenttwowonderful months
recently at our sister school, Nelson
College in New Zealand. I lived with a
local family, attended the school and
had a great time.

I went to an international dance and
got my face painted. I went kayaking
with my friends and saw a bunch of
sea lions. I cooked Japanese food
for my host family. I played drums
often and had a great drum teacher.
I became a big fan of the Crusaders

rugby team.

When I was in New Zealand,
there wasahorrible earthquake

in Christchurch. Many buildings
collapsed and hundreds of people
were killed.

~ Atsushi YOSHIDA

\ Student in the Integrated Six-Year Program

Every day, I got up at about six in the

morning and took a bus to our school.
I studied English and Japanese every
day, swam at the beach, played rugby
in P.E. class, learned the Nelson
College school song, played cards with
my friends, went to town with my
Japanese friends to buy clothes and
DVDs, cleaned my room and got to

know my host family better.

The one thing I noticed is that the
longer I stayed in New Zealand, the
less I wanted to go back to Japan.
There were certainly many challenges,
but at the end of the day, I wanted to
stay with my new friends there.




Our Fragile
Oceans

Oceans cover seventy percent of our
planet. They feed and protect us.
However, they are in dire straits.
If wedo not act now to save our
oceans, we will rob future generations

of a resource vital to their survival.

Humans have polluted the oceans
terribly. Many large fish have mercury
levels so high that humans cannot
safely eat them. The mercury comes
from factories that burn coal. Rivers
also carry pollutants into the oceans.
Most of the “dead zones” in the world’
s oceans are at the bases of rivers.
Some of these zones are thousands of
kilometers across. There is so little
oxygen in these zones that almost no
fish can live there.

In addition, humans are catching

# o AmEERR s

too many fish. Because of pollution
and overfishing, fish stocks in
the oceans have been seriously
depleted. Many fish species are now
endangered. These include most
species of whales, sharks, haddock

and cod.

Coral reefs are also disappearing, as
ocean waters are getting warmer and
cannot sustain them. Perhaps half
of all reefs will disappear in the near

future.

Beset by dead zones, overfishing
and changing climate, our oceans
are at a critical “tipping point”. We
have to intervene meaningfully
in order to restore our oceans to
health. We don’t have much time.
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