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Message from a

Student
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Pick up the

Feature
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Precious Earth, Precious Friends
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Magoya International Junior and Senior High School
Culture Festival
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Great Dialogue from the

MO’ V [ E s, Ja-URROMELELUTE

[ The Man Who Shot Liberty Valanceasss |
“This is the West, sir. When the legend
becomes fact, print the legend.”
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The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance (1962) is arguably the greatest of John Ford’s
many films. It explores the question: “What is truth?” The film opens in 1910 with

an aging Senator Stoddard (James Stewart). He has come back to the frontier town
where he arrived many years before. He has returned to attend the funeral of Tom
Doniphon (John Wayne). In the early days of the town, Tom was a “somebody”
who knew how to handle a rifle and make his way around a generally lawless
town. Now that the town has matured and become civilized, Doniphon’s role
has become obsolete. A reporter asks Senator Stoddard why he has come to this
funeral. Stoddard tells the whole story. The film is essentially one long flashback
that explains a confrontation with Liberty Valance (Lee Marvin). Stoddard has a
shoot-out with the outlaw Valance and appears to have killed him. In fact, it was
Doniphon who killed him from across the street. Still, Stoddard became known
as “the man who shot Liberty Valance”. When Stoddard asks the reporter if he is
going to report the truth, the reporter utters the famous lines above. This classic
film questions the role of myth in forging the legends of the West. 1y
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The Eyes of Texas
Were Upon Me

This past year, I spent a year
studying in Texas in the United
States. I went to high school there
and I lived with a local family.

The high school that I went to was
massive. There were over two
thousand students in one building,
but the classes had about twenty

students each. I was able to take

Aito KONDO

Student in the Integrated Six-Year Program

seven classes. Everyone has to take
four subjects. Those were English,
math, science and social studies. I
was a sophomore, which means
tenth grade, so I took ESL (English
as a Second Language) for English,
geometry for math, biology for
science, and world history for
social studies. Then I took four

other classes. These were music




history, cooking, health and
Spanish. I took music history for
the first semester and cooking for
the second semester. The most
difficult subject was world history.
I’m not good at history, and it
was in English, so that was hard.
Although I wasn’t good at it, my
teacher helped me a lot. Health
was also difficult. The atmosphere
of the class was great. I loved the
class, but the class was hard. For
example I had to remember the
names of all of the bones and
muscles in our body. It took me a
lot of time. Spanish was not as
difficult as the first two subjects. It
was pretty similar to English. For
example, camera is camara in
Spanish.Iliketolearnnew
languages. It was great to take a

Spanish class.

The first period started from 7:30
in the morning and finished at 3:09
in the afternoon. After school, I
usually went back to home, and did
my homework first then went
to karate class on Tuesday and
Thursday nights. I went to bible
study class on Wednesday night.

These were amazing experiences.

My host family was wonderful.
My host dad was a bible translator.




My host mom was an algebra
teacher and a cake maker. I had
four sisters. The oldest sister was
twenty-three yearsold. She
graduated from university last
year. She was so kind! The second
sister was twenty-one and she is
going to university in Austin, so [
used her room for my room. Even
though she and I spent some time
together for only few days, I got
to know her well, because we
are so alike. The third sister just
graduated from high school. She
was pretty shy like me, so it took
time until we got to know each
other. The youngest sister was also
very nice. She loves “manga” and
fashion. We talked about that kind
of stuff a lot. She wasn’t the same
age with me, but we got along as
though we were the same age. My
best memory with them was going
to San Antonio a week before I left

America. Wewenttoseethe

Alamo, walked along the river

walk and went shopping. We were
only there for two days, but I had a
lot of fun and I was so happy to go
there.

I had an awesome year in Texas.
I miss it a lot. I want to go back
there as soon as possible and see my
family, friends and teachers. Still, I
realized how important my own
family is through this experience
apart from them. I missed them a
lot and thought about them often,
especially after the March 11th
earthquake. I appreciate my
parents for supporting me in my
year abroad. I want them to know

how grateful I am.




Think globally,
act locally

One hears the words “globalization”
and “global vision” at all turns these
days. They are not the same thing
at all. Globalization refers to the
increasing tendency of jobs, goods,
ideas and technology to cross borders.
“Global vision”, on the other hand,
refers to the process of seeing the
whole as opposed to merely one or

two of its parts.

“Think globally, act locally” is a
famous phrase that was originally
linked to environmentalists. It
suggests that human beings must
think about the health of the whole
planet. It asserts that all life on
Earth is interdependent and that we
must think about the environment

as a system.
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Achieving a global vision has never
been more important. No single
nation can solve the tremendous
challenges facing us now—terrorism,
climate change, environmental
degradation and lack of food and
clean water. People from all over the
world have to have dialogue and
cooperate in order to combat these
problems, which are systemic
problems. Mutual understanding is

vital.

This is why it’s important for young
people today to acquire the skills
that they need to see whole systems
—the big picture—and not lose their
way by focusing on only one small
part of it. That’s what international

education is all about.
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