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he Ecole POLYTECHNIQUE (also
T known as L'X), France’s top engin-

eering university, founded in 1794
by the mathematician Gaspard Monge, be-
coming a military academy under Napo-
leon Bonaparte, visited Japan this year
again. The POLYTECHNIQUE is a very
competitive academy, reputed to enroll
the most outstanding students in France,
the future leaders of the nation. The
POLYTECHNIQUE was ranked this year by
TIMES as the #2 university among small
universities in the world (only behind Cal-
Tech). Part of their curriculum is that
every student must join a sport, including
martial arts. Every two years the POLY-
TECHNIQUE Judo team visits Japan as part
of their partnership with key Japanese uni-
versities.

The POLYTECHNIQUE Judo Team spent two
days in Nagoya this year. After spending
their first day relaxing at Will Aichi and
sightseeing around Nagoya Castle on Sun-
day (Oct. 28), the Poly techniciens stu-
dents, together with IB students from NIHS,
visited the Toyota Motomachi Plant, and the
Toyota Car Museum on Monday (Oct. 29).
At the plant, the Poly techniciens students
had the opportunity to learn how Toyota
uses Al and automated robotics in order to
build the key components of some of its
famous car brands. The Toyota Car Mu-
seum, displaying Toyota’s futuristic technol-
ogy, was also a good scientific tour for the
French engineering students.

In the afternoon, the polytechniciens
toured the building facilities of NIHS and

participated in a friendly Judo match com-
petition at the NIHS gymnasium, together
with NIHS students and students coming
from a neighboring university (NUCB).

In the evening the Poly techniciens stu-
dents were welcomed to a banquet at the
Nagoya Bankers Association Club, where
they exchanged gifts with the hosts of the
event. The POLYTECHNIQUE students ex-
pressed their heartfelt thanks for the hos-
pitality of the Japanese people, and their
Judo team will continue their trips to
Japan, Nagoya and NIHS in the future.

We are looking forward to their next visit
in 2020.

A la prochaine!




