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OLX=
Things to Learn from Australia
F—AFZY)Ta—-R
HIROSATO Suirei (% 2 45 EIBR £ F})

Before heading to the school trip, as part of my studying abroad program, I
researched the history of Australia. In the course of this exploration, I encountered the
term “White Australia Policy,” referring to a policy that aimed to exclude people of
color. For someone like me, whose image of Australia was limited to koalas and
kangaroos, this term was incredibly shocking. I was anxious about whether, as an
Asian, I would be accepted.

However, the reality I experienced was very different. In Melbourne, Australia,
where I visited, people of various races coexisted. Walking through the city, greetings
were exchanged irrespective of race, nationality, gender, and, at school, various
languages such as Arabic, Vietnamese, and Chinese, in addition to English, were heard.
It was truly a multicultural society. Over the span of half a century, how much had the
landscape of Australia changed? The facts stirred my emotions, and I became deeply
interested in the reasons behind this transformation-why and how it became possible.
It was during my time at the local school that two events occurred, which I believe
hold the answers to my question.

One day, having noticed that someone I met at school resembled my favorite K-pop
idol, I approached them and said, “You're slim and cute. Are you doing any training? If
you don't mind, could you share?” The person seemed somewhat bewildered, offered a
brief response, and promptly left the site. It was later that I learned from my other
friends that expressions about physical appearance, such as “you're slim and cute,” are
considered impolite in Australia. When complimenting someone, it is more common to
praise aspects like their personality or interests rather than its physical attributes. This
difference in praising others’ appearances is a unique aspect in the multiculturalism
world. Praising external appearances implies, conversely, a lack of acceptance for other
external features. That is, this choice of words may have arisen from the historical
circumstances of Australia. Since gaining this insight, I've made a conscious effort to
focus more on a person’s qualities, identity, and character rather than their appearance.
The second event occurred when I accidentally boarded the wrong bus from school to
my homestay family. Dropped in an unfamiliar place, I was at a loss. However, many
people approached me, offering assistance, guiding me to the correct bus and ensuring
I reached my homestay family safely. Later, when I asked about their kindness to my
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homestay family, they explained that their understanding had deepened over time due
to the interactions of people immigrating from various countries, creating a community
where a diverse range of races, including those from Asia, Europe, and the Americas,
coexists.

It is because of individuals who understand and embrace diversity, possessing a broad
perspective, that such transformations occur.

Australian Classes
F—AMFYTI—-A
ITO Yumeka (F5#% 2 45 RS HEER)

I participated in a one-month study abroad program in Australia. From this
experience, I gained the impression that Japan is behind in terms of diversity. In this
one-month experience, I felt that Australia is a place that embraces diverse cultures,
fostering a rich understanding of different cultures. In Australian schools, there are
frequent multicultural exchange events where students from various countries wear
ethnic costumes and have opportunities to engage with different cultures. Australia,
being originally a nation of immigrants, has a population with diverse cultural
backgrounds.

In contrast, Japan, rooted in history and tradition, has a relatively homogeneous social
structure. However, in recent years, with an increase in foreign tourists and workers,
diversity has been on the rise. While Australia widely accepts linguistic and religious
diversity, and people with different backgrounds are respected in public spaces, Japan
tends to maintain a relatively homogeneous social structure where adapting to Japanese
culture and social customs is generally expected of foreigners living in the country.
There are significant differences in culinary culture. Japan is traditionally known for
dishes like sushi, sashimi, and ramen, whereas Australia embraces a wide range of
cuisines including barbecues, seafood, and dishes from various countries. During my
training in Australia, I was surprised that most meals in my homestay were meat-
based, without staples like rice or bread. This challenged my preconception that rice is
essential, having lived in Japan for 1 7 years.

Religious practices, festivals, and holidays also reflect cultural diversity. In Australia,
Christianity is a major religion, but people with different religions and belief systems
coexist. Additionally, the cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are
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important elements.

There are significant differences in the education systems as well. In Australia,
individual needs and abilities of students are respected, and self-expression and critical
thinking are emphasized with common interactive teaching methods. In contrast,
Japanese education traditionally values discipline and teacher-centered, one-way
instruction, emphasizing group learning and cooperation.

These diversity differences shape unique aspects of each country’s society and
culture, affecting coexistence, education systems, and work environments. Currently,
my impression is that Japan lags behind Australia in many aspects. While diversity in
terms of race, gender, and LGBTQ has only recently begun to be accepted in Japanese
society, criticism and discrimination may still be encountered. However, in the future,
accepting and deepening mutual understanding of diversity is essential. I believe that in
order for everyone to live peacefully, it is important to accept diversity and move

forward together.

What We can Learn from “G'day mate!”
F—=APFYVTI—A
MATSUURA Soma (=% 2 4 EIBEaEF)

Greetings are insignificant words. Yet, during my time here in Japan, I have never
thought about the meaning of greeting in my life. Even though greetings are a simple
task, many young people in Japan tend to disregard them. Conversely, elderly people,
shaped by strict education, often hold greetings in high regard. One might wonder
whether the younger generation, particularly the “yutori generation”, has lost sight of
the essence of greetings, or if it's a result of the education they received. In other
words, those who have received a well-rounded education tend to value greetings.
However, it's not merely a matter of educational differences; I believe many have
simply forgotten the significance of greetings.

Have you ever considered the meaning behind greetings? Of course, there is always
meaning. However, interpretations vary, and it's not easy to definitively pinpoint the
true intent. Having lived in Australia, I found myself contemplating the meaning of
greetings daily, especially during my time on the school bus. Every morning, my host
mother would say “Good morning” in English and even inquire about how well I had
slept. This routine continued for a month. Initially, I questioned why she repeated the
same phrases like a template, but I never felt any ill will. Instead, I admired the
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thoughtfulness displayed in such subtle gestures. Even my host siblings, with sleepy
faces, would greet me in passing. I held genuine respect for my entire host family. Had
I been in their shoes in the morning, I would likely have succumbed to the temptation
of a second round of sleep, lacking the composure to greet others.

Even in Japan, I only manage to exchange greetings when there's a moment of calm
upon waking. Whether with family, friends, or teachers, I rarely initiate greetings unless
prompted. This tendency stems from a slight indifference towards others and the
influence of being too accustomed to certain situations. Rather than a sense of affinity,
what we need is not acquaintance but accustomed situations. Greetings are essential in
relationships where a sense of affinity has already been established. Nevertheless, for
this habit to endure, it must hold some meaning.

As mentioned earlier, let's explore the meaning of greetings. By contrasting the
cultural spheres, national characteristics, and events of Japan and Australia, two distinct
viewpoints emerge. First, let's focus on Japan. Japan boasts an established cultural
sphere, unique to the nation and still thriving. It has a very long history established by
only one tribe. There was a period of time called “isolationism” in which we only did
trade with a few western countries. In contrast, Australia is a multicultural nation,
fostering coexistence among diverse cultures. While valuing the culture of Aboriginal
minorities, Australian culture takes precedence. Now, let's consider the national
characteristics of each country. I think that Japanese individuals tend to erect barriers
against others, lacking mutual respect and understanding. This self-centeredness
results from insufficient understanding, creating communities based on individual
perspectives. Whereas in Australia, coexistence is an absolute necessity to be a
multicultural nation. Without mutual respect and understanding, living together in
society becomes challenging. It seems that critical individuals might find themselves
isolated. Thus, approaching others with kindness is considered a crucial first step in
Australia.

Through this comparison, it becomes evident that Japan and Australia exhibit
contrasting tendencies. Japanese people often appear self-centered with limited
consideration, while Australians are consistently sociable, valuing their approach
towards others. From this perspective, it becomes apparent which approach is more
desirable for society.

For Japanese individuals, greetings often follow a template, lacking genuine concern
for the other person. However, it's precisely because of this genuine concern that one
can treat others with kindness. This is my interpretation and also the impression I have
of Australians from the experience of studying abroad. Nevertheless, since there is
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meaning, and people do not engage in actions without understanding, I believe
greetings are justified. Although greetings are just seemingly insignificant words, they
represent a fundamental aspect of communication. It is through this initial step that
new relationships and encounters can blossom. Greetings, much like the introductory
exchanges with a host family, are an indispensable prelude to all aspects of life. Without
this, no communication can truly begin.
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[ W202201 ] A ERERDEE-WmSESHB NUCB International Junior and Senior High School
Relationship between “Activities” and “Children’s Smiles” ,

aia

(Q) What do you do for fun? *
Playing Sports 2% ) ]
H others =

Reading J 12%
6%
44%

28%
@ Searching about Cambodia online %
- Population: 15.3 million
- Ethnic Groups: 94% Khmer, 22% 24%

3% Chinese, 3% Others 24%
- o [survey of 50 students from NIHS] [survey of 50 children from K Phiuk]
- - 849 : y of 50 children from Kompong Phlu
adultlteracyiRatelsdes More than half of the students used electronic ~All of children were playing outside and

[: ; devices for purpose such as playing games, they have many ideas of creating new
watching movies, and composing music. games.

Completion rates for 2021

-Elementary education: 87.4% (Q) Do you feel happiness in your life?
-First semester secondary education: 48.1% sinulmf 50 studgr;ts in :‘ur
; . K Phiuk school are not satisfy witl
Many children do not complete mandatory education - omPOone Ph Y their life even though they
Reference (JICA HP) have a lot of devices to
86% connect with others.

= Creating Hypothesis Eoa TN
. 43 out of 50 children in
Our Hypothes Kompong Phiuk feel

happiness in their life. 30%
None of them use
electronic devices in

their regular life.

NIHS

School Trip to Cambodia via Vietnam from
August 16th to 23rd

 Fieldwork

Based on the above, we conducted a field survey of children
in the village of Kompong Phluk in Cambodia.

&
(I
=

Well-B

o

it B T S

m -4 j £

We brought frisbees and soccer balls from Japan to
befriend the local children. We investigated the local
children's activities with Sey (shuttlecock) and jump
ropes which they have.

»Thinking as a Personal Problem
I would like to make the most of this research and major in international relations when | go to the university. | am
deeply interested in the SDGs "Zero Hunger" and would like to actively participate in overseas volunteer activities. If
| have another opportunity, | would like to go to other countries and do what | can to help them as much as | can.

»Special Thanks
Special thanks to teachers who took us to Cambodia, the local guides, and coordinators. Thanks to the villagers of
Kompong Phluk or making this research possible.

HYRITOAVRY TNy 7HOFELH5 0 HERKDOERES 0412 [TE2 LTWAHREDEE LW
TI2] [5Hh73ERE2EK LTI L) 22008 %Z Lz, ZOME, I VR TV 2O
TELRRFTOBTHEES L VOILLEDL LT, ARAEELY W 3HOEEEE LTz, ZORE
Mo, EEZHIZEFHEEL R TV L REEFERICBIL LI LG r oz, SHICHSD
T EEZ VL VEREZR LD LB MB LN TE,
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