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Clean Water for All

cially for those of us who live in first

world countries, to imagine a world
without water. It is known: water is essen-
tial for life on earth. It is so very import-
ant to us not only as living organisms but
also in terms of the quality of life we can
sustain as a society. Therefore, the avail-
ability of clean, drinkable water must be
made a priority.

I t is very difficult for any of us, espe-

To that end, the 6th goal of the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDG) is cen-
tered on that very priority: to be able to
provide clean water and sanitation for
the world. Per the SDG website, “clean,
accessible water for all is an essential
part of the world we want to live in and
there is sufficient fresh water on the
planet to achieve this. However, due to

bad economics or poor infrastructure,
millions of people including children die
every year from diseases associated with
inadequate water supply, sanitation and
hygiene.”

Furthermore, the inability to access clean
water supplies directly and negatively im-
pacts society’s ability to progress and
flourish, and this is exactly the problem
that many countries around the world are
facing at this very moment. According to
the SDG website, even as you are reading
this, more than 2 billion people are living
with the risk of reduced access to fresh-
water resources. In fact, by the year
2050, at least a quarter of the world’s
population may live in a country affected
by severe and constant shortages of
fresh, clean water. This is made particu-

larly tragic, especially considering that
there is enough clean water for everyone.

But what can we do to avert this disas-
trous future without access to clean
water? Since it would be impractical for
any singular organization to provide
water for the entire world, perhaps we
could look at the example of the Ground
Water Consortium, which is a collection
of seven major public, private and indus-
trial ground water producers in the state
of Ohio in the United States. Started in
1991, this multi-faceted consortium
cooperates across jurisdictional lines to
provide clean water to the local popula-
tion. Although only a local effort, this
model may serve as a good, feasible ex-
ample for how other locales can work to
alleviate the lack of clean water.\%




