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“Inquiry-Based Learning-is it for you?

ave you ever attended a class
H where the students were leading

the class more than the teacher?
The answer is most likely “no.” In many
countries and schools, the model of educa-
tion or the style of a typical classroom is
that the students are passive listeners and
the teacher is the leader of all answers and
discussions. However, with Inquiry-based
Learning, this is not the case at all. Ac-
cording to the idea of Inquiry-based learn-
ing, it is in fact the students who would be
leading class discussions and generating
questions of their own, with the teacher
being a facilitator of class investigations
and discussions. This is certainly a unique
setting for a classroom, but what are the
potential benefits of implementing Inquiry-
based learning?
For starters, students who engage in In-
quiry-based Learning gain hands-on experi-
ence with valuable critical thinking skills

which are necessary for their university
education and future careers. Students in
Inquiry-based Learning environments are
presented with a scenario or case study
and tasked to generate their own critical
questions about how they would handle a
given situation or how they might ap-
proach a specific problem. Group discus-
sion allows students to gain valuable prac-
tice in evaluating the varying proposals of
other students as well as with team-build-
ing and social skills. In a society where
everything is interconnected by the inter-
net and the collective sum of human know-
ledge is at one’s fingertips, the ability to
think critically and flexibly about all the
available information is crucial for student
success in the 21st century.

Moreover, Inquiry-based Learning helps stu-
dents to practice and refine research skills.
Society is oftentimes an interconnected
variety of problems involving several fields

of simultaneous study. Students of Inquiry-
based Learning are trained to utilize the
thinking space of the unknown to generate
unique solutions to such interconnected
problems. Lateral thinking and innovation
can be generated and cultivated through
the Inquiry-based Learning approach which
encourages students to learn by getting
their hands dirty with concepts and to not
shy away from challenging problems.

As it pertains to the International Bacca-
laureate Diploma Programme, the connec-
tion with Inquiry-based Learning is an ob-
vious one--"Inquisitive” is one of the ten IB
Learner profile traits. However, Inquiry-
based Learning takes it a step further.
While it may be sufficient to maintain a
healthy sense of inquiry for the IB Learner
Profile, Inquiry-based Learning forces stu-
dents to become active inquirers, hungry
for knowledge and unafraid of asking the
tough questions.E2
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