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Sari won first place in the Maple
Cup English Speech Contest, an an-
nual intramural competition held
on November 18, 2015. Below is
the text of her speech. Eleven stu-
dents advanced to the final round
this year and delivered original
speeches on global topics ranging
from human trafficking and food
security to hunger and racial dis-

crimination.

I’m going to talk about the
subject of feminism.

A lot of people might misunder-
stand feminism and think of it in
terms of women trying to as-
sert that they're better than
men, but in fact this is not the
case. Feminism is the claim that
women and men deserve equal
rights. A feminist advocates
women’s rights and gender
equality. Lately, celebrities are
trying to help raise awareness

AF.WAKED (3rd), S.IWATA(1st), H.OURA (2nd)

that we do not undermine the
boldness and courage of her
speech, we should stand to-
gether and support women’s
rights and freedom. We should
keep reminding ourselves that
gender equality has not yet
been achieved, and that the
idea of feminism is certainly
not obsolete.

We must not forget that mil-
lions of girls especially in the
Middle East and Africa cannot
receive an education just be-
cause of their gender. Many of
these countries haven't even
guaranteed women’s basic hu-
man rights, let alone rights to
work in government or rights
that protect them from abuse.
In some developed countries,
girls don’t receive an education
whatsoever other than what
their parents can provide for
them through their daily life.

Sari IWATA (Japan)
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regarding this issue by launch-
ing campaigns, such as the
United Nations ‘HeForShe’ proj-
ect.

The best example of a person
trying to achieve gender equal-
ity in recent years is probably
Nobel Peace Prize winner Mala-
la Yousafazi. On the 13th July
2013, Pakistani schoolgirl Mala-
la delivered a speech to the
United Nations on behalf of ev-
ery woman, to fight for girls’
rights to receive an education.
In her speech, Malala asked
women to “pick up our books
and pens”. She said: “They are
our most powerful weapons”.
She believes that women can
be empowered through educa-
tion, writing and knowledge.
Malala’s speech implied that
men and women must stand
together in order to achieve
gender equality. To ensure

We should consider ourselves
very lucky to be sitting here to-
day whereas in places such as
Saudi Arabia, the law does not
guarantee that girls will get an
education of a quality equal to
the education that boys enjoy.
They may receive no formal ed-
ucation at all.

Feminism isn’'t just an issue re-
garding women. It's an issue
affecting everyone, every single
one of you.

It isnottime to pity these
women. It's time to take action.
We can choose not do any-
thing, or we can choose to
stand up and change this world
to make it a better place. The
choice is ours, and the decision
you make can help make a
change.

Thank you for listening.[A
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Seeing Differences,

Celebrating the Unexpected

In a famous experiment, Daniel Si-
mons and Christopher Chabris took a
videotape of six young people drib-
bling and passing two basketballs.
Three were wearing black shirts.
Three were wearing white. The ex-
perimenters asked viewers to count
the number of times the “white” team
players passed basketballs during the
segment.

At one point, a person wearing a go-
rilla suit walked through the area

nomenon “inattention blindness”.
There is no illusion or change at work
here, only inattention to the unex-
pected. When we lack an internal
frame of reference for something, it
is more than merely confusing. Our
brains actually refuse to see it.

Global vision begins with the ability
to be alert to the unexpected and to
welcome and celebrate differences.
We all live inside the bubble of beliefs,
prejudices and practices we have
learned from our culture, our politics,
our religion, our nation, our parents,
our neighbors, our common sense
and our times. Yet, it can be liberat-
ing to achieve what some have called
a “helicopter view”, the view we
achieve by questioning our assump-
tions, celebrating different perspec-
tives and subjecting our ways of
seeing the world to rigorous scrutiny.

A good international education gives
students opportunities to see that
there is more than one right way to
do things and that other cultures are
different but have good reasons for
being different. The earlier in their
lives that students achieve this in-
sight, the deeper it penetrates into
their mindset.

When young people appreciate that
their own way of seeing and doing
things is the product of a particular
context, they become curious about
other ways of seeing and doing
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where the players were dribbling and
passing the ball, thumped his chest
and walked off. Forty percent of
viewers never saw the gorilla. An
even higher percentage failed to no-
tice other changes. One player, for
instance, dropped out of the game
before it was over. Also, the curtains
behind the players changed from red
to gold. Why didn't more people no-
tice these changes?

S imons and Chabiris call this phe-
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things. Humility regarding one's own
perspectives and curiosity about the
perspectives of others are the first
steps on the road to achieving global
vision.

AII of us see what we expect to see.

Discipline, humility, curiosity and am-
ple opportunities to experience and
appreciate diverse cultural perspec-
tives encourage us to burst through
our fitter.

We all should open ourselves to the
study and appreciation of foreign
cultures and languages and cultivate
opportunities to interact with people
who do not share all of our assump-
tions, beliefs and experiences. Doing
so helps us to cultivate flexibility
and encourages us to become
open-minded and teachable.

I namore general sense, we must
transform our frame of reference—
our habits of mind, our perspectives
and our beliefs—in order to invite the
unexpected and to generate beliefs
and values that will prove more useful
and responsive to the global context.

By doing so, we can celebrate and
learn valuable insights from this con-
text and not hunker in the hermetic
but false safety of the bubble of our
immediate environment, cut off from
what is challenging or unfamiliar and
from everyone who does not think
exactly as we do. E3




