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Opinions

Desirable Qualities in a Child

| believe that respect and appreci-
ation are the most desirable quali-
ties in a son or daughter.

It's very important for us to appre-
ciate all that our parents have
done on our behalf. If not for my
parents, | would not be enjoying
such a good life. My Dad goes to
work very early every morning.
My Mom always cooks dinner and
does all of the household work.
She does more than | realize.

| also think that it is important to
respect our parents. They spend
almost all of their time either work-
ing to make our lives easier or
spending time with us. When we
become adults, we have a respon-
sibility to take care of our parents
in their time of need. This is the
best way to thank them for all that
they have given us.

| owe my parents. They have done
so much for me. In the future |

A balanced approach to making a
decision about whether or not to
take a job is best.

Love Your Pet but Be Reasonable

| think that having a close relation-
ship with your pet is a good thing
in general. However, it is possible
to go overboard.

Pets can bring human beings hap-
piness and a sense of relaxation.
My grandmother has a pet rabbit,
for instance. When | visit her, | put
her rabbit on my lap. He is fluffy
and warm and makes me smile.
Raising a pet can teach us respon-
sibility. By raising a cat, for exam-
ple, you can learn about its needs.
You can see how your pet lives
and dies.

On the other hand, some people
have a closer relationship with
their pets than they do with hu-
man beings. This is probably not a
good thing. Some people talk to
their pets constantly, as though
they were children. Pets are not
the same as humans.

For these reasons, | think that hav-
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want to show them appreciation
and respect.

Why Work?

| disagree with the statement that
earning money is more important
than anything else when choosing
a career or a job. | think that what
is important is whether your work
will bring you a sense of worth and
happiness. It's important to love
the work that you do.

My friend’s father works for a
charity. The work he does seems
wonderful to me. When | grow up,
| hope that | can get a job that will
allow me to help people.

On the other hand, we have to
think about money to some extent.
This is especially true if we are
raising children, which can be very
expensive.

If we can afford to take a job that
pleases us and that pays us
enough money, then we are lucky.

ing a good relationship with a pet
is worthwhile, but we have to be
reasonable.

Planning Carefully vs. Taking Risks?

| believe that careful planning,
rather than taking risks, leads to
success. If you take risks, it's of-
ten all or nothing. Careful plan-
ning, on the other hand, may not
lead to dramatic results, but it is
more reliable.

| recall once not studying properly
for an important test. It could
have turned out all right if | had re-
membered what | learned in class.
But it didn’t work out that way.
Cramming at the last minute often
leads to sloppy work. In my case, |
ended up getting a grade that | did
not want.

Of course, every student has his
or her own style and approach.
Some can study at the last minute
and do well. However, | would
rather study over a period of time
and avoid stress. | believe that
careful planning is a wiser ap-
proach. E3
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[ NIHS Now an IB World School ! ]

he International Baccalaureate Organiza-

I tion (IBO) has officially authorized NIHS to

implement the IB Diploma Programme

(IBDP). This authorization comes after over two

years during which teachers and administrators

here carefully studied the IB philosophy, wrote

major policy statements and received intensive IB
training.

NIHS has become only the seventh school ac-
credited by the Ministry of Education and Science
(MEXT) to offer the IBDP here in Japan. We are
proud to join a community of outstanding IB
World Schools located in almost every country in
the world.

These schools seek to develop intercultural
understanding and respect. This mission is re-
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flected in the IB Learner Profile, which describes
the ten attributes of students who have both the
ability and the desire to create a better and more
peaceful world.

IB Learners are inquirers who ask powerful ques-
tions. They are knowledgeable about the import-
ant ideas emerging in today’s world. They are
thinkers who are committed to intellectual rigor
and thoroughness. They are communicators who
have the ability to exchange ideas in more than
one language. They are open-minded, appreciating
the virtues of their own cultures while at the same
time understanding people who have different cul-
tural perspectives. They are caring people who
actively seek opportunities to serve their commun-
ities. They are risk-takers who are unafraid of new
challenges and are undaunted if they do not at
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first succeed. They are balanced persons who are
sensible, healthy and mentally strong. Finally, they
are reflective persons who are capable of interro-
gating and learning from their experiences, both
inside and outside of the classroom.

IB students engage every day in dialogue, debate,
exhibitions, projects and independent research
within a curricular framework that makes explicit
connections among different fields of inquiry. The
unique IB assessment scheme helps students
understand where they are and challenges them
to aim higher.

NIHS is honored to work with the IBO to imple-
ment a state-of-the-art program of international
education, one that elite universities all over the
world endorse and trust. E3
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