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The Last Leaf

I n an earlier issue of this news-
paper, my brother wrote a re-
view of his favorite short story
—“The Adventure of the Blue
Carbuncle”, a famous story that
features Sherlock Holmes. | de-
cided to write a review of my fa-
vorite story for this issue. It's
called “The Last Leaf”. An
American named O. Henry wrote
the story. He is famous for his
surprise endings.
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The Last Leaf” is a story about
two women named Sue and
Johnsy (Joanna). They were art-
ists who met in a coffee shop
and subsequently moved into an
apartment on the top floor of a
three-story brick building in
Greenwich Village, New York, a
place where lots of artists gath-
ered because of the low rents.

Below them in the same building
lived a man named Behrman. He
too was an artist, but he consid-

In order to earn money, Sue de-
cided to ask Behrman to serve
as a model for a pen-and-ink
drawing that she had to finish
by the next day. Johnsy was, in
the meantime, counting back-
wards as the leaves fell off of
the vine outside of her window.

Sue visited Behrman and told
him about Johnsy and her belief
that she would die once the last
leaf fell. Johnsy was, in fact,
growing weaker, so Sue believed
that what Johnsy feared might
well come to pass.

That night fierce gusts of wind
blew and cold rain fell heavily.
There was no chance that any of
the leaves on the vine would re-
main until morning. However, a
miraculous thing happened. Late
at night, Behrman braved the ele-
ments and painted a leaf on the
blank brick wall opposite Johnsy’
s window. He made it look like it
was attached to the vine.

In the morning, when she saw
that the last leaf remained on
the vine, Johnsy realized that she
had been too pessimistic about
her chances of surviving. She
began to make a full recovery.
However, Behrman caught pneu-
monia. According to the doctor,
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ered himself to be a failure. He
had never gotten around to
painting his masterpiece.

A s November arrived, there
was an epidemic of pneumonia
and Johnsy caught it. The au-
thor memorably uses personifi-
cation to describe the pneumo-
nia, viewing it as a “cold, unseen
stranger, touching one here and
there with his icy fingers.”

Adoctor came to the apartment
to examine Johnsy. She was
looking through a small window
at the blank side of a brick build-
ing next door. The doctor con-
cluded that his patient had lost
the will to live and had only a
one-in-ten chance of surviving.

Johnsy was feverish and misun-
derstood the doctor’s words. She
believed that when the last of the
ten leaves on the ivy vine on the
brick wall fell down she would die.
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there was no hope for him.

In the end, Behrman, through
an exceptional act of self-sacri-
fice, painted his masterpiece.
He gave up his own life in order
to give hope to Johnsy.

O. Henry was a prolific writer
who produced hundreds of
short stories as well as a num-
ber of books. He is most fa-
mous for the stories “The Gift
of the Magi” and “The Ransom
of Red Chief”, but for me “The
Last Leaf” is his most poignant
story.|

IB Topic:

Theory of Knowledge

I n the previous issue of this
newspaper, we announced that
our school had become a Can-
didate for Authorization for the
International Baccalaureate Di-
ploma Programme (IBDP) as of
September 1, 2013. We would
like periodically in these pages
to introduce all of you to some
of the unique attributes of the
IBDP curriculum. Today, we will
discuss the Theory of Knowl-
edge class (TOK), one of three
items at the core of the curric-
ulum. The other two core
items are the Extended Essay
(EE) and the Creativity, Action,
Service (CAS) requirement. We
will introduce these latter items
in future issues.

Students must study TOK for
at least 100 hours over the
course of the 2-year IBDP.
This course is about critical
thinking and explores the ways

of the TOK grade. The essay
must be on one of six topics
prescribed by the IB Office,
must be no longer than 1,600
words and is externally as-
sessed. The essay accounts
for 67% of the TOK grade.

Because students learn across
multiple areas of knowledge
while inquiring into how we
know and how to evaluate
knowledge claims and knowl-
edge questions, students have
a unique opportunity to make
connections among the various
academic disciplines.

This year is the first year of a
revised TOK curriculum (for
first exams in 2015). The main
changes include an expansion
of the ways of knowing and an
emphasis on a balance of per-
sonal and shared knowledge.
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of knowing (language, sense
perception, emotion, reason,
imagination, faith, intuition and
memory), helps students to an-
alyze knowledge claims and
knowledge questions and en-
courages students to under-
stand the difference between
shared knowledge and person-
al knowledge. Students also
learn to distinguish six of eight
areas of knowledge. Unlike in
other courses, students inquire
into a process of knowing rath-
er than acquiring a specific
corpus of knowledge.

Students are assessed on their
work on a presentation and an
essay. The presentation is for
ten minutes per student and is
internally assessed, though
each student must submit a
planning document in addition
to making a presentation. The
presentation accounts for 33%

At its core, the TOK course is
concerned with the question
‘How do you know?’ This es-
sential question in turn leads
to other questions. What is
knowledge? In what way is
knowledge different from be-
lief? Are knowledge, informa-
tion and wisdom the same?
Does science prove things
once and for all? Can history
really be known? Do humans
have free will? Are there abso-
lute truths? These are just a
handful of the compelling
questions that students will
engage in the TOK course.

We are excited about the pos-
sibilities of this unique course
and hope that we achieve final
authorization and can offer it
starting in April of 2015.E2

g 1 EREAERRZER
ZHEERFER - BEFER
FALRBF— LA

cluch on cluch Co.,Ltd.
TEWHLD KA —TL1Y

FRONTIER SPIRIT BE OUR GUIDE VOL.21 OCTOBER 2013

“]HE FRONTIER TIMES

[¥-708YF7147 - 94LX]

I
N The best way

o 70 4 H AR e M 5 [ e R 2 (2
EERAEF — 2D B HIRE

AFEIANMEA — T =2 T D#RF (AT b I LICT)

DRV, TA=NIL - I 52— LAREESR D S —REZFERI/EE. BHEERPER - SFFRBF— L (f#
BEBLIA - FEHSA) P BTALAASRBREEAZICHIS TS EaE L,
BARICH | 2 RREEES S, 1982F ICHRMAFHREBH TWRARTR (TEESZHRAEE) OBRO

TCHAEN, XKEFEDFEEHE L TITHOM TEE L, LUEBVHROERECTO-NIVEREEE LS E. K
FETHER TSI O/ 7 52— LAXEESHPHEB S 1. 2007 F 0 5 EREDEREZFE N/ AE ) L1,

COFEENI. FEBICLBTLELT—Ya BN TEEELTLWRVEBRKRE S C 4 ERBICH T 2REM L
WIFEES) (BETUREEN. RIRERRRAEN) 2=, MERRzE L€, HRCBATZAMETRL X,
SARAKETEHSWAF— LI, SRICZ2—I— I CRESNAIEBRASICAARRAE L TURESNET,

[ The School of the Future |

uch of the vocabulary in our modern
schools was absent in schools fifty
years ago. There was no talk then,

for example, of “international mindedness”, of
work on “authentic tasks”, of tolerance of dif-
ferences, of differentiated learning, of coopera-
tive learning or of lifelong learning.

Of course, there are important similarities in the
schools of yesterday and the schools of today.
Schools have always been devoted to the learning
and development of the young. Teachers are still
mentors who are crucial to student success.

Schools in the future will be based on the best
practices at schools today. Teachers will contin-
ue to play an essential role in the learning pro-
cess. They will nurture students and encourage
them to meet the highest expectations possible.

Despite these important continuities, teachers
today have more chances to encourage stu-
dents to overcome complacency, to individual-
ize instruction and to dedicate themselves to
helping students understand the human condi-
tion and what is known about the pitfalls, pres-
sures and opportunities of the current and the
coming world.

Increasingly sophisticated technologies now al-
low students to avoid learning in a single place
and at a set time. The revolution in ICT and an
embrace of best practices mean that our best
schools no longer privilege rote learning and
memorization. Educators realize that they must
teach their students to process and evaluate in-
formation and to use it in a creative and discern-
ing manner. This means that student success
now depends on working together to solve real-

world problems. It no longer depends on getting
students ready for paper-and-pencil tests.

Fifty years ago, the assembly line was the met-
aphor that most educators accepted as de-
scriptive of the educational process. Students
came to school and either learned at the same
rate as their peers or else failed. In the non-lin-
ear and non-assembly line world of the twenty-
first century, students learn cooperatively rath-
er than competing at all times.

This is the real promise of the revolution now
taking place in our school and carrying us for-
ward to the school of the future. It's a vision we
are committed to achieving and is one impor-
tant reason that we are pursuing authorization
as an International Baccalaureate (IB) school.




