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Celebrating
Sweet Sixteen
in England
ﬁzur)ni OSHIMA

Student in the Integrated
Six-Year Program

| spent the second trimester of this academic
year—about four months—at Altrincham
Grammar School for Girls in Manchester, England.
Altrincham is our sister school. We used to send
only one girl a year to Altrincham, but this year
two of us were able to study there. Later this
year, about twenty-five students from Altrincham
will come to our school for about one week. |
can’ t wait to see my friends again.

My host parents were Chinese. They have two
children. Jenny is a student at Altrincham.

ASharing Hugs with Altrincham Classmates

A Great Four
Months at Our
Sister School

Mami OGAWA
(Japan)

Student in the Integrated
Six-Year Program

From September until December of this past
year, | spent a memorable four months at our
sister school in England. My classmate Azumi
and | were both able to study at Altrincham
during this time. We lived with different families,
though. Like Azumi’ s family, my family is of
Chinese ancestry. They have two daughters, one
of whom is a student at Altrincham.

My family cooked Chinese food for dinner on
most nights. | really like Chinese food. It s not so
different from Japanese food, really.

A Azumi and Mami with Altrincham Classmates

Samuel is her younger brother. They were very
kind to me. One time, we went to Liverpool to
see the City Centre and the famous docks. It
was very interesting.

On the weekends, | usually spent time with
Mami, who is in my same grade and who came
with me to England to study at Altrincham.
Most weekends, we went to the Manchester
City Centre to shop. | have many good
memories of those times.

Sister School

Altrincham

Grammar School

for Girls

|made lots of friends at Altrincham, and the
teachers were all very kind to me. | led a
pretty normal life there. Of course, | did some
sightseeing. | went to Alton Towers and
visited the Christmas Market. On most days,
though, | spent time in the library, read books,
played tennis, made my lunch for my lunch
box, watched DVDs, washed my clothes,
cleaned the house, used Facebook, listened to
music on my iPod, washed the dishes, went
swimming and so forth. Once, | even made
Japanese-style “pancakes”.

AMami Poses with Friends

e

AThe Entrance to Altrincham Grammar School for Girls

|think that my most special memory was of
turning sixteen while in England. When | went
to school on that day, my classmates sang
“Happy Birthday” to me. On that same day, the
school finally gave me a timetable. | thought
of it as the school” s gift to me for my
birthday! At last, | knew exactly where | would
be studying. | had indicated that | didn’ t want
to study math or science, but these subjects
were on the timetable. My teacher helped me
to change these courses.

|n my homeroom, some of my friends and Mami
had a party for me during lunch period. We
spent the time eating, talking and dancing. It
was very exciting and amazing. It was like a
dream! The best present | received was a
message board. My friends all wrote birthday
greetings on it. Some even wrote in Japanese. It
moved me and impressed me. | am so happy to
have been able to spend my sixteenth birthday
in the UK. | will remember it always.[3

|t was hard at first to understand everything
the teachers were saying in classes, but |
quickly got used to hearing English all day
long and, by the end, | felt that | could
understand almost everything the teachers
were saying.

The schools in England and Japan are similar
in many ways, but there are important
differences. | was really surprised, for
example, that at Altrincham we were able to
play on a trampoline during P.E. class! |
enjoyed that.

AII in all, | had a really great time in the UK
and will never forget the kindness of the
people there.[d
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