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"You don't understand! | coulda had class. I coulda been a contender.
| could've been somebody, instead of a bum, which is what | am."
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O n the Waterfront (1954) is a film about corruption and mob
influence among longshoremen in New Jersey. The union
boss Johnny Friendly (Lee J. Cobb) is behind a number of murders,
but witnesses play “D and D" (deaf and dumb) because of fear of
the mob. Terry Malloy (Marlon Brando) is a dockworker whose
brother Charley (Rod Steiger) is Friendly’s lawyer. Years earlier,
Terry was a promising boxer until Friendly directed Charley to have
his brother deliberately lose a fight that he could have won so that
Friendly could win money by betting on the weaker opponent. At
one point, Terry is used to coax a dockworker into an ambush that
results in the dockworker’s death. He had apparently threatened to
testify against Friendly. Terry falls in love with the dockworker’s
sister and, with the help of a priest (Karl Malden), he tangles with
his conscience and at last testifies against Friendly. Terry utters the
famous line above when explaining to his brother why he can no
longer play along with Friendly’s game. On the Waterfront received
eight Academy Awards, including Best Picture and Best Actor.
Leonard Bernstein wrote the score. [
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