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Ad Astra

At our school, we recognize that the world today calls out
for our young people’s compassion and the dedication of
their gifts and talents to the common good. As our world
grows smaller and more closely connected, our young
people have a responsibility to face it.
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Our students are very curious about their world. The trips
that they take to England, New Zealand and Canada
whet this curiosity. In addition, many of our students
are studying abroad, some at our growing number of
sister schools. Also, we regularly host students from all
over the world. At all turns, our students have many
chances to promote mutual understanding.

We also give our students abundant opportunities to
debate one another about the important issues of the day.
Our sixth-grade students, for example, are currently
preparing to participate in a Model United Nations
simulation, tackling thorny issues like the civil war in
Sudan. At our recent Frontier Cup Speech Contest,
elementary school students spoke in English about
biodiversity in the context of the upcoming COP10
conference.
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The challenges that our students will inherit as they
become young adults are formidable. To solve
these problems, they must have conversations with
their counterparts, the young people in other
countries around the world. To do this effectively,
they need not only a common language. They also
need all of the intellectual skills that our balanced

and rigorous program of studies provides.

Undergirding all of this is our dedication to cultivating
a “frontier spirit” in our students. “Never say ‘never”,
we tell them. “If you believe implicitly in your power to
make a difference in the world, there is nothing that you
cannot do. Aim higher!" 3

Bradfield College
Study trip

Mark CHAMBERS (UK)

Teacher in the Integrated 6-year Program

|accompanied nine 5th grade students to Bradfield
College, one of England’s finest coeducational
boarding centres just outside of London. They were
undertaking a four-week English programme aimed at
improving their language skills and developing
cultural awareness.

Upon arrival, the Japanese students were surprised at
the number of different nationalities represented.
Students from all parts of the world had gathered to

AQutside of Stanley Hall Dormitory at Bradfield College

AStudents with a Russian Friend (Far‘ Right)
study English together. Right from the offset, the
Japanese students were actively trying to make
conversation with the other students.

Their itinerary consisted of morning English lessons
with qualified EFL teachers and afternoon activities.
Among the activities on offer were tennis, swimming,
football, volleyball, IT, dance, art and a gym workout.
After a morning of fairly intensive study it must have
been rewarding to take part in these activities. If the
students still had energy after their activities, there was
a packed programme of events every evening. These
would range from a talent show or quiz to a dance and
a BBQ.

Each week, the students would take part in two coach
tours. Whilst | was there, we had a half-day in London
with an open top bus tour of the city and a full day in
Brighton on the South coast of England.

The Bradfield experience will live long in the memory
for the students, and | cannot think of a better way in
which to practice their English they have been studying
so hard for the last few years at NIHS.
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Nelson College—Our Newest Sister School

Nagoya International Junior and Senior High School has
recently reached an agreement with the prestigious
Nelson Boys College to exchange students between our
two campuses.
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Last year, thirteen boys from Nelson College came to
our school to study and stayed with families of our
current students. Four of the students whose families
hosted these boys recently had a chance to visit the
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Nelson College, located on the northern tip of New
Zealand’s South Island, is that country’s oldest state
school. Most of the students live in three boarding
houses, each with its own housemaster, matron and
tutors.

A elite school with a tremendous record of academic
achievement, Nelson College’s graduates include two
New Zealand prime ministers and Lord Ernest
Rutherford, the “father of modern physics” who won a
Nobel laureate and was the first man to split the atom.

boys again in Nelson last month.

Year 9 Dean and Japanese teacher Jennifer Arai
accompanied the boys when they came to our school
last year. Ms. Arai taught English at our school for
several years before taking her current position in New
Zealand.

We are looking forward to a long a mutually beneficial
relationship with Nelson College, our newest sister
school. @
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