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Great Dialogue fom the Movies

“Forget it, Jake. It’s Chinatown.”
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I n Roman Polanski’s masterpiece Chinatown (1974), Jake Gittes

(Jack Nicholson) is a private detective. Awoman posing as the
“wife” of the water commissioner hires him because she suspects
that her “husband” is cheating on her. This leads to Jake’s meeting
the real wife (Faye Dunaway) and uncovering a water diversion
scandal in Los Angeles during the 1930s. Jake and the police officer
in charge of the investigation into the corrupt scheme used to work
together in Chinatown. They don’t like to talk about it, though,
because Chinatown was “bad luck”, a place where “you can’t always
tell what’s going on” and where, when you try to protect someone,
you end up making sure they get hurt. Jake’s former partner delivers
this famous line just after Jake’s current client is killed in Chinatown,
reminding Jake that in Chinatown you should always “do as little as
possible” if you want to get out alive. The film won an Academy
Award (Original Screenplay) and was selected for preservation in the
National Film Registry. [
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