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G’day from Aotearoa!
Our New Zealand
Homestay

Keishi UMEZAWA (Japan)
Third Year Student in the Senior High School

I spent five weeks in Auckland, New Zealand for a homestay visit. For the first week |
stayed with the Ryan Family. | lived with my host mother and two host brothers. My host
mother was 43 years old and my host brothers were 15 and 10 years old. They were
always laughing while doing things, so | was happy to be staying with such a fun family.

We went to Dominion Language School during the first week. The school is-in the city
center, so it was easy to get there from home. However, it took fifty minutes to get to
school by bus. | thought New Zealand buses were different from Japanese buses because
there aren’t many schedule or bus stop guides. Buses in New Zealand always come late!

One day, my classmates and | went on a field trip to Sky Tower after class. Sky Tower is
328 meters tall and is the highest tower in the Southern Hemisphere. The view from the
top of Sky Tower is very beautiful but scary, too. However, everyone was happy and
enjoying the perfect weather we had that day.

A week later, we went to our local high schools and changed host families. | went to
Lynfield College. It's a school of about 1800 students, with 100 of them being
international students, so | was able to make a lot of international friends.

My second host family was the Young Family. My host parents were 60 years old, so they
were very kind to me and treated me as one of their own children. One weekend, my host
mother took me out and we went to Auckland Zoo.

| also went bungy jumping with my classmates at Auckland Harbour Bridge. It's 40 meters
tall. It cost us NZ$100 to go bungy jumping, so it was a little expensive but priceless
because it was a memorable experience. Of course it was dangerous and scary, but we
helped and cheered each other on, and after jumping we had lots of energy. Some people
touched the water and got wet, so | was lucky that | didn’t!

During my last week in New Zealand | was very sad. | was looking forward to meeting
with my family and friends in Japan, but | wanted to stay longer. | didn’t want to leave
my host family and New Zealand friends. Now | miss them, so in the future | hope | can
go back. This trip was a wonderful life experience because | have lots of good memories
and | learned lots of things. Thank you everyone for your support! [
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| love New Zealand!

Sakiko SHISHIDO (apan)
Third Year Student in the Senior High School

My classmates and | went to New Zealand to study English for five weeks this past
March. Some of us only went for three weeks, but we all had a great time in New
Zealand. It was an experience | will never forget.

I went to St. Dominic’s College, which is a local high school in Auckland. | had an
exciting and interesting school life there. My buddy was Brittany and she was in Year
11. Brittany was often busy because she was a class representative, but she was always
kind to me and helped me adapt to school life. | took some very challenging classes at
St. Dominic’s: P.E, Dance, Art Photography, Human Biology, Japanese and ESOL. | took
a physical fitness test in P.E. class, but it was different from a Japanese fitness test. For
example, | had to throw a discus and shot put, run 100 and 200 meter sprints, and do
the long jump and high jump.

St.Dominic‘s College is an all-girls Catholic school, so we went to Mass. All students
go to Mass once each term. It was my first time joining mass. | wasn’t interested in
Catholicism, but | felt moved by the hymns and prayers. We also went to a culture
festival at school. We watched traditional dances from Samoa, Korea, China, India,
Singapore, and Japan. Some Kiwi girls also performed traditional Maori song and dance.
I love ballet, so | appreciated these performances. They made me want to visit these
countries because they were representative of their cultures. Overall, | had a wonderful
experience at St. Dominic’s College.

I did lots of fun' things on weekends. | went to see a rugby game with other NIHS
students. We cheered for the Auckland Blues, which is New Zealand's team. They played
against the Canberra Brumbies, from Australia, and of course, the Blues won! My friends
and | each won a small rugby ball. We also went bungy jumping. At first, | was going to
do the bridge climb, but | changed my mind and went bungy jumping instead. | jumped
from about 40 meters high and fell into the sea. It was scary but | want to do it again!
Watching a rugby game and bungy jumping are things you should do in New Zealand, so
we were lucky to have done these things. | also went to my classmate Saeko's house for
a sleep-over with two other classmates, Airi and Sayaka. We ate a lot of pizza and
watched some movies. We enjoyed our evening very much.

When | arrived in New Zealand, | was very nervous because | worried about how life
in New Zealand would be, but it was wonderful. | think Kiwis are very kind and New
Zealand is a beautiful country. | really didn't want to leave New Zealand. | will never
forget my time there. | love New Zealand! Ta! @

ASakiko and a New Zealand Friend
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Introducing our Newest Sister School

I_ ast year, a group of students and teachers from Yio
Chu Kang Secondary School (YCKSS) in Singapore paid
a one-day visit to Nagoya International Junior and
Senior High School. YCKSS was founded in 1965, the
same year that Singapore gained its independence,
after villagers made a direct appeal to the new Prime
Minster, Lee Kuan Yew.

The students and teachers observed classes, interacted
with our students, toured our facilities, ate Japanese
food with our students in the culinary arts room and
even sang us a song that they had prepared. It was a
great experience all around.
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In fact, news about the experience so impressed the
Principal of YCKSS, Mr. Saminathan Gopal, that he and
some of his staff visited us this past April to propose
a sister-school relationship. We are going to start
with a one-to-two week exchange of about twelve to
fifteen students. The host schools will arrange stays
with local families and will craft a cultural program.
Visiting students will only need to pay for airfare, food
and travel insurance. As Mr. Gopal said, “You get here
and we will do the rest.” We are indeed excited by this
new sister school partnership!
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