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Great Dialogue

from

the Movies

“That’s funny....
That plane’s dustin’ crops

where there ain’t no crops.”
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n unnamed character utters these words to

Roger Thornhill (Cary Grant) in Alfred
Hitchcock’s film North by Northwest (1959). Roger
is lured to a barren crossroads in wide-open farm
country. Suspense slowly builds as cars pass
through the desolate area. A truck sprays him with
road dust. A car drops the unnamed character on
the other side of the road. The man says that it is
odd that a plane is dusting in a place with no
crops. Then he boards a bus, leaving Roger alone
again. The plane then terrorizes Roger, swooping
down upon him and spraying machine gun fire.
Roger runs into a cornfield to hide, but the plane
showers him with pesticide and flushes him out.
Roger then stops a semi-trailer truck. The plane
flies into the truck, causing a terrific explosion. In
this famous ten-minute scene, there is almost no
dialogue at all, just surreal visuals without
background music. [




