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Experience

Anna MARUYAMA (Japan)

Student of the Integrated
6-Year Program

| learned some very valuable lessons as a result of my
experience studying abroad. | spent one year (2007-2008)
in Oregon City, Oregon. The school that | attended was
called Oregon City High School. It was the third largest
school in the state of Oregon.

One of the big differences between schools in Japan and
America is that that schools in America have dance parties.
You have probably seen dance parties in the movies, but
it’s really a unique experience.

My American

A My homestay family’s children

Another difference between schools in Japan and America
is the time schedule. In Japan, the school makes the
schedule. In America, though, you can choose your own
subjects and schedule. This is interesting, because you can
sign up for classes and meet people who are not in your
school year. You can also choose teachers that you like
and admire.

I don’t want to talk about school anymore. Let’s talk about
holidays. Americans, as you know, love holidays. | have a
special memory of Halloween. | went to trick or treat for
the first time in my life. My friends and | wore yukata and
walked around the neighborhood. We got a ton of candy in
pillow cases. My host brother got the most. It weighed
about six pounds! Christmas was also enjoyable. My host

family took me to San Francisco, California as a Christmas
treat. | went to a lot of famous places, including Japan
Town. On Christmas day, it snowed! | had a white
Christmas. There is not much snow in Oregon. This was a
very rare and delightful surprise. Two of my host cousins
got married around that time, so | could experience an
American wedding ceremony. It was very cool.

Ithink that experiencing a different culture makes you
strong. There is a real source of power you can get by
living in a foreign country. We at this school are very lucky
to have the chance to learn English and interact with native
English teachers from around the world. Don’t take this
for granted, though. Be aggressive. Try everything. Go
for it! ¥

Abroad

Fern EDEBOHLS

(Australia)
Faculty of the Integrated 6-Year

I have been lucky enough to participate in short-term
overseas volunteer programs twice in my life to date. Both
were through an international organisation called Habitat
for Humanity, a non-profit group whose mission is to
assist local residents to build and rehabilitate homes.

My first trip was to India in 2004, where | and ten other
volunteers worked in the Kanyakumari district, located on
the southernmost tip of India’s Tamil Nadu state. Our two
weeks in the area were spent in assisting a family to build
their new home in the centre of a densely populated
village, their previous home having fallen victim to the
Indian Ocean Earthquake and subsequent tsunami.
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Volunteering

ATrying on my work gear

For the most part, we found ourselves involved in
well-digging, brick-carting and bricklaying tasks. These
manual duties were rewarding in themselves, but we
found that the time we spent working, eating and joking
with the family was invaluable. We shared no common
language, yet found ways to communicate and became
very close over the course of our time together. Leaving
the family at the end of our stay was more emotional than
any of us had expected, with tears flowing freely on both
sides!

The following year the same program took me to the
island of Palawan in the Philippines. This time our group
was divided and set to work on a number of houses
simultaneously. Here we were constructing houses for
families who would move from their own inadequate
housing to the rapidly growing new community of ‘habitat
houses’.

The instability of the political situation in the Philippines
at the time of our visit, following soon after a failed coup
attempt, meant that we had an armed military guard at all
times. Initially we found the presence of soldiers rather
intimidating, and we were concerned that this would
inhibit our ability to interact with local residents. We
found, however, that the work site was constantly
swarming with young children keen to help out during
‘work time’ and quick to turn on the music for a dance
during ‘break time’.

We spent our days digging foundations, making bricks,
bricklaying, mixing cement, cementing floors and even
assisting in constructing roofs. This was interspersed
with learning various popular dances and songs from the

children! Visits to the local school and home stays with
villagers cemented our firm friendships. On our final day
we had the privilege of handing the keys to two new
homes to their proud owners - an experience | will never
forget.

These brief experiences were invaluable in allowing me
to witness life in two cultures very different to my own. It
is through such first-hand experiences that | believe we
are able to come closer to truly becoming compassionate
citizens of the world. | hope to have further chances to
participate in programs of this nature in the future. 3
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