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An Introduction to Oxford University

Oxford has been a centre of academic study since the 12th
century when scholars from France escaped there fromgsthe
unfriendly regime in their home country and_created the first
university in the English-speaking world. Since then, Oxford
University has built a solid reputation for uncompromising
and rigorous research and teaching; it is now recognized as
one of the top universities in the world.

Life for Students at the University

The admissions standards for High School students to enter Oxford University are
extremely high, and competition for places there is intense. In Japanese terms, a
student would need to achieve a ‘5’ in all subjects. Students also have to submit essays
which they must defend in an interview.

The University is made up of 39 ‘Colleges’, most of which accept students from High
Schools to study for a 3 or 4 year ‘degree course’. Students choose which College they
want to enter, and, if they are accepted, can live, eat and study in the College buildings
until they graduate. Every College has a ‘Hall’ where students and professors can eat
breakfast, lunch and dinner. The Hall is also used for formal dinners when the meal
begins with a traditional prayer in Latin. Colleges also have their own libraries where
students can read and study in peace.

Although Oxford University has lectures and classes, the most important part of the
teaching is the ‘Tutorial system’. Every student meets with an expert in their subject -
usually a University Professor - at least once a week for a one-to-one meeting (tutorial).
At the meeting, the student will read an essay and then have a discussion with the tutor.
At the end of the tutorial, the tutor gives the student a list of books to read and a
question to answer at the next week’s tutorial.

My own experience of Oxford University was at Merton College - recognized as the
oldest college in Oxford - where | studied a 4-year course of Russian and History. As it
happens, Crown Prince Naruhito of Japan was a student at Merton as well; though he left
6 years before | entered. One of the most interesting things about life at Oxford is the
mix of people - as well as members of the Japanese Imperial family, you can see
students from both private and public schools, from all parts of the country. Also, about
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25% of students'at the University come from foreign countries, which creates a dynamic
and international atmosphere. Each of the 3 terms lasts for only 8 weeks; of course,
students have,to work very hard at Oxford University, but life is not all about studying.

S ports and Societies

Students at Oxford are active in many sports - the University has top-class teams for
rugby, cricket, football, and many other sports. But the most famous sport at Oxford is
rowing. Every college has a rowing team, who wake early every morning and run to the
River lIsis (which turns into the Thames flowing through London) for training. In the
Summer term, a rowing tournament is held and students gather on the river-side to
support their college teams. The best sportsmen and women from each college are
chosen to join University teams which compete nationally and internationally. A number
of famous Olympic athletes are Oxford graduates.

Producing Leaders

In addition to sports, Oxford University students are active in theatre, music and
politics. There is a famous debating society at the University, called ‘The Oxford Union’,
where students can develop their public speaking skills. Twenty-five British Prime
Ministers have graduated from Oxford University, including Margaret Thatcher and Tony
Blair. Twenty-five international leaders have also studied at Oxford, including King
Harald V of Norway, King Abdullah Il of Jordan, three Prime Ministers of Australia (John
Gorton, Malcolm Fraser and Bob Hawke), two Prime Ministers of India (Manmohan Singh
and Indira Gandhi), Zulfigar Ali Bhutto and Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan, Norman
Washington Manley (Chief Minister of Jamaica), and Bill Clinton, the first American
President to attend Oxford. Forty-seven Nobel prize winners have studied or taught at
Oxford University.

The Foundations for Success

Oxford University is able to produce effective leaders because it maintains the highest
standards and independence from political interference in its teaching and research.
Young people have a chance to learn from some of the greatest minds in the world, from
teachers who have given their lives to deepening human understanding and knowledge
and passing it on to future generations. That is why studying at Oxford University is a
life-changing experience and one that we hope our students at Nagoya International
Junior and Senior High School will aspire to.E3
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